may question whether depth of sleep is a reasonable concept. Marked species differences exist, notably between cat and man, which reinforce the need for caution in transferring to the human the results of neuropharmacological studies on the experimental animal. This is an interesting and stimulating volume which is also a source of a number of comprehensive and authoritative reviews of the literature up to the end of 1965. All concerned with sleep and with other states of impaired consciousness will require access to it. The pity is that few will be able to afford a personal copy.
JAMES H MARGERISON
Radiology in Neuro-Ophthalmology by Guido Lombardi MD pp viii +244 illustrated £5 6s Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1967 Edinburgh &London: E& SLivingstone It must have been hard to decide what to leave out of this book. The frontiers of neuro-ophthalmology march everywhere with those of neuroradiology of the head and only within the orbit is there something special to say beyond a neuroradiologist's requirements. Conversely, radiologists who work with ophthalmologists and neuroophthalmologists themselves need more than a nodding acquaintance with all the possible causes of defective vision. Professor Lombardi has omitted tumours more distant from the eye than the optic chiasm but has included intracranial aneurysms and angiomas. He has wisely added two chapters about the nasal sinuses and the nasopharynx. It makes a short and handy book with, most important, clear descriptions of the technique and normal and abnormal appearances of contrast examinations of the orbital contents. It is for these chapters about the orbit itself that established radiologists will chiefly value this book; they will also be read with advantage by DMR and FFR students. I suspect, however, that the ophthalmologists will regret the absence of cerebral tumours because they will have to look elsewhere for a short account and will not find it easily in English in a volume which is also devoted to their special problems.
It is the habit of reviewers to find small details to criticize, in order to show that they have well and fully read their text. This is possible with any book. Here one might wonder after a careful look at three of the pictures whether Professor Lombardi's pathology colleagues have quite always given him an acceptable answer upon difficult points of diagnosis.
One laments that the old ghost of the 'congenital' aneurysm now in a 'developmental' shroud should still haunt the pages thirty-eight years after Forbus's misunderstood observation. France 1968 This slim book provides a-review of the history of electrical anesthesia and electronarcosis (electrical sleep). It is intended for both medical and lay readers and assumes only a basic understanding ofphysics and ansesthesia.
The first part of the book deals with electronarcosis which induces drowsiness, sleep and muscle relaxation. This technique is safe and reliable and has been used for treating psychiatric diseases and psychosomatic disorders. The second part covers electrical anasthesia. This was first described in 1910 and little progress has been made in the technique since that time. Unfortunately, no details of the authors' results are included, as they have been published elsewhere. Both the patients quoted as illustrations of the technique had a barbiturate induction followed by a muscle relaxant and artificial ventilation with oxygen. One patient complained of awareness.
Patients anesthetized in this manner show a quick and full recovery of consciousness and an absence ofrespiratory and metabolic disturbances.
The authors present an honest and balanced picture of the present state of electrical anesthesia. They point out its disadvantages, such as slow and unpleasant induction, unpredictable depth of anmsthesia, narrow margin between convulsions and awareness. They are more enthusiastic about the merits of electronarcosis, which can be used safely to produce sedation and muscle relaxation. J This is a comprehensive reference book of modern pLediatric therapy designed for the ward library and the pmediatrician's office. Its size has been increased by a further 60 pages and one wonders where this will end or whether we shall soon find it in two volumes. Considerable reduction in size could be achieved by limiting the illustrations to those showing points of treatment rather than of diagnosis. Some of the illustrations have an old-world character which is out of place in such a modem volume; for example, the photograph on page 781 showing a pituitary dwarf with normal adult; the child is partially clothed, facing away from the camera and there is no height measure. The photograph of miliaria on page 842 could be of almost any skin lesion. It is good to see a chapter on play therapy which, as its author states, is probably the most underrated method of paediatric therapeutics. It is a pity, therefore, that it only receives five pages in a book of this large size. This is a scholarly treatise which maintains the standard set by its predecessors and can be warmly recommended.
HUGH Proceedings of symposia tend to be unpopular with librarians and with nonparticipating purchasers. Such proceedings are usually published so long after the relevant conference that they are no longer topical. Moreover, most of the papers presented in proceedings have already been published in extenso, often some years before the symposia were held. This volume, though not entirely free from the faults which appear to be inherent in such books, is on the whole a notable exception. It appears only seven months after the conference which gave it birth. Its papers are wholly topical and, if most of them demonstrate our ignorance rather than our knowledge, the fault for that lies in us and not in the authors. The various papers succeed in putting forward interesting ideas and sketches of work which in some instances is really only beginning but which is nevertheless important and interesting. The informality ofpresentation is particularly pleasant.
The symposium, the second of its kind, reported efforts at the experimental production of scoliosis, in some cases by rather crude techniques reminiscent of the days of over-enthusiastic thoracoplasty and with little bearing on the deformity which we see in adolescent girls. Nonetheless, the experiments reported are thoughtful and thought-provoking. The most interesting of these experiments is reported by MacEwen, who has succeeded in producing something very like human scoliosis by posterior dorsal rhizotomy.
Other aspectsbiochemical, engineering, mechanical and epidemiologicalof the possible causes of the probably heterogenous disorders which we lump together under the name of idiopathic scoliosis were discussed. Those discussing included orthopaedic surgeons, chest physicians, specialists in metabolism and in various other disciplines. Amongst them they produce a most stimulating report which must be in the hands of anyone attempting to treat this mysterious and often apalling deformity. London: Academic Press This book is essentially a review of the statistics which have been produced throughout the world on varicose veins. It is comprehensive and clearly set out and easily followed by the non-statistician.
The author goes to great pains to explain the reasons for the apparently contradictory figures arrived at in different surveys on the prevalence of varicose veins. He points out how carefully the population in each survey must be defined, for the results to be significant. The economic significance of varicose veins and the morbidity due to them in comparison to other illnesses is well explained. The tables are clearly set out and the full-plate illustrations are interesting. For those who would follow up this subject the references are clearly documented.
This book is recommended not only for those interested in varicose veins, but also as a guide to those contemplating such a survey in clinical medicine. It is a good example of how a survey on any illness may be presented in a concise and readable form. The International Congress of Human Genetics, held at five-year intervals, has now become an established institution. The Third Congress held at Chicago was a worthy successor to its excellent and successful predecessors. This well produced volume is an admirable record of the plenary sessions and symposia. Incidentally, those who are interested can obtain a copy of abstracts of the
